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CCG Hosts 2015 China-US Charity Law 

Symposium in Harvard University 

 

Feb. 22 (Boston, USA) -China is accelerating the process of  formulating its first 

charity law, whose final draft still awaits approval, which has been driven by the 

rising activities of non-profit organizations and recent surge in charitable giving 

within the country. A general comparative overview of worldwide charitable 

giving tells us that philanthropy no longer simply consists of aiding the poor or 

comprises the "third sector" in the distribution of social resources. It has now 

become a key driving force in social transformation and sustainable economic 

development. We also know that the legal framework regulating charitable 



giving, especially tax laws, plays a key role in boosting philanthropic activity. For 

example, steep estate taxes and generous tax deductions for charitable giving 

have significantly boosted support for philanthropic organizations in the United 

States, promoting their robust and healthy development. In Britain, the Charity 

Law has also played an essential role in forming the partnership between the 

government and charitable organizations in that country, helping to drive social 

innovation in this area for the good of the public. As China devises its first 

charity law, learning from the century-long history of world's charity laws, 

particularly from the United States, which has overcome a number of barriers 

and setbacks to become the world leader in philanthropy, can provide important 

lessons for China in this regard. 

  

 

  

To borrow lessons from international community in accelerating China's charity 

law development, the Center for China & Globalization (CCG) hosted the first 



China-US Charity Law Roundtable at the Kennedy School of Politics, Harvard 

University. The event gathered top-flight American scholars and experts on the 

history and laws of charitable giving and organizations to share their insights on 

the best US practices in this area, including: 

 

• Anthony Saich, Daewoo Professor of International Affairs and 

Director Ash Center for Democratic Governance and 

Innovation, Harvard Kennedy School 

• Marion Fremont-Smith, Senior Research Fellow, Hauser 

Institute for Civil Society, Center for Public Leadership, 

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 

• Paula Johnson, Senior research Fellow, Hauser Institute, 

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard 

• Mark Sidel, Doyle-Bascom Professor of Law and Public Affairs, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

• William Alford, Henry L. Stimson Professor of Law, Vice Dean 

for the Graduate Program and International Legal Studies, and 

Director of East Asian Legal Studies, Harvard Law School 

• Daniel Halperin, Stanley S. Surrey Professor of Law, Harvard 

Law School 

• Marty Martin, Principal, Martin Law Firm, Raleigh, North 

Carolina 

• Dr. Cui Fenging, Director of the Harvard Law School China 

Program Project on Disabilities. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

On the Chinese side, CCG President and former senior fellow at Harvard 

Kennedy School Dr. Wang Huiyao will be joined by CCG Vice President and 

former Harvard Mason Fellow Frances Sun to provide an overview of China's 

charity law development in the past decade. They will discuss the major issues 

addressed by this measure, such as charity supervision, policy support and 

disclosure of information about charitable organizations. Wang and Sun have 

also consulted with American scholars on the best practice and lessons in the 



century-long history of charity law development in the United States and 

received valuable advice. The participants on China's side include: 

• Dr. Wang Huiyao, PhD, Founder and President of the CCG as well as a 

counselor for China's State Council. 

• Frances Sun, Executive Vice President and Secretary General for CCG; 

Secretary General of China Global Talent Society under the MHRSS. 

• Mabel Miao, Executive Secretary General of Center for CCG; Deputy 

Director of International Writing Center of BNU; Deputy Secretary 

General of China Global Talent Society under the MHRSS. 

• Dr. Duan Peijun, PhD in Philosophy, Professor, Party School of the 

Chinese Communist Party; Strategic Advisor to CCG. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

As one of the most active Chinese think tanks, CCG is dedicated to doing 

research on China and globalization as well as the development of Chinese 

charitable giving. As China's overall national strength continues to grow, it is also 

a crucial to enhance its soft power, and charitable giving can make a vital 

contribution to achieving this aim.  The fact that CCG launched the China-US 



Charity Law Roundtable at America's most highly rated institution of higher 

education, Harvard University, reflects its growing international influence and 

progress the think tank has made in building a Sino-US academic and public 

exchange mechanism as a Chinese policy consultation body. 

 

About CCG 

 

The Center for China &Globalization (CCG) is one of China's leading 

independent global think tanks and brings together a pool of highly regarded 

academic scholars, prominent business leaders, and public policy experts from 

both China and abroad. CCG is specialized in researching a variety of economic, 

legal and social issues regarding China and globalization, in particularly the 

globalization of Chinese enterprises and talent, and has been ranked as one of 

the top three independent think tanks in China. 

 

Source: http://en.ccg.org.cn/Event/View.aspx?Id=1505  
 


